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Agenda 

ÅEvent Details

ÅPublic Assistance Program Overview 

ÅPA Eligibility

ÅPA Process for COVID-19

Objective: Provide overview of the delivery of the Public 
Assistance (PA) grant program for COVID-19
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Agenda (Continued) 

ÅSimplified Public Assistance Application Process

1. REGISTER in FEMA Grants Portal

2. SUBMIT Registration Documents

3. DOCUMENT Expenses

ÅStreamlined Project Application Process

ÅSummary Worksheets

ÅQuestions
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Agenda (Continued) 

ÅNEW to this Applicant Briefing: September 22, 2020

ÅGrants Portal Application Process

ÅSelf-Service for SLTTs & PNPs

ÅChanges Taking Place September 15, 2020 Forward

ÅάwŜΥ ²ƻǊƪ ǇŜǊŦƻǊƳŜŘ ƻƴ ƻǊ ŀŦǘŜǊ {ŜǇǘŜƳōŜǊ мрΣ 
2020. Prior to this date, policies in place when 
ǿƻǊƪ ǿŀǎ ŎƻƳǇƭŜǘŜŘ ŀǇǇƭȅΦέ
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Applicant Briefing Tips 

Take Notes

Ask Questions

Write this down: EMA.PA.Grants@Illinois.gov

Questions

Request for additional information

Request help with the Public Assistance Process

mailto:EMA.PA.Grants@Illinois.gov
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Applicant Briefing Tips 

To review this Applicant Briefing Presentation, it will be available at: 

Illinois.Gov IEMA Public Assistance

Look for the Resource Arrow:                             

This signifies useful information, hyperlinks, or other beneficial resources.

https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/LocalEMA/Pages/PublicAssistance.aspx
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Basic Information: COVID-19 Event

Event Details
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Declaration Summary
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Number: FEMA-4489-DR-IL (DR-4489)

Declaration Date: March 26, 2020

Incident Period: January 20, 2020 ςOctober 22, 2020

Type: COVID-19 Response 

Designated Counties: All Counties in Illinois

Cost Share: 75% Federal, 25% Non-Federal ($3,300 Minimum)
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Incident Timeline:
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Deadlines:

30 Days from End of Event:

ÅRequests for Public Assistance Due

60 Days from End of Event:

ÅProject Application(s) Due

ÅEntire Project MUST Be Submitted

Be advised:

DO NOT WAIT UNTIL THE END OF EVENT TO SUBMIT!
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Incident Timeline:
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Eligibility Period: 

ÅJanuary 20, 2020 ςIncident Initiated

ÅOctober 22, 2020ςProjectedIncident End Date 

COVID-19 Public Health Emergency
ÅHHS Extends Event as Necessary, if so:
Å Incident End Date Extends
ÅAll Deadlines Extend
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Declaration Applies Statewide

Throughout Illinois, DR-4489 applies to:
ÅALL Public Entities
ÅEligible Private Non-Profit Entities
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Key Staff: 

ÅState Coordinating Phil Anello
Officer (SCO)  

ÅDƻǾŜǊƴƻǊΩǎ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛȊŜŘ Alicia Tate-Nadeau 
Representative (GAR)

ÅAlternate GAR Scott Swinford 

ÅAlternate GAR Declan Binninger 

ÅState PA Group Luke Denny 
Supervisor (SPAGS) 
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Public Assistance Program Overview 

FEMA Public Assistance Program
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Public Assistance (PA) Program
Governing Laws, Regulations, and Policies

Å Law - Stafford Act of 1988

Å Program Regulations - 44 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR)

Å Procurement Requirements - 2 CFR 200

Å Policy - Public Assistance Program & Policy Guide (PAPPG) V.3.1

Å PAPPG Version 3.1 / Applicable to DR-4489/COVID-19 Event 
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https://www.fema.gov/disasters/stafford-act
https://www.govinfo.gov/content/pkg/CFR-2002-title44-vol1/pdf/CFR-2002-title44-vol1-chapI.pdf
https://www.govinfo.gov/app/details/CFR-2014-title2-vol1/CFR-2014-title2-vol1-sec200-318/context
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/2020-03/public-assistance-program-and-policy-guide_v3.1_4-26-2018.pdf
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Public Assistance (PA) Program Objective

FEMA Public Assistance Program and Policy Guide

ÅThe missionof the Public Assistance(PA) Programis to assist 
communities in recovering from the devastating effects of disasters 
by providing technical assistanceand financial grants in an efficient, 
effective, consistent, and customer-friendly manner
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https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1591036773793-4b7a09fc1680e09984629fc3ea77467a/PAPPG_3.1_508_FINAL_5-4-2018_ARCHIVED.pdf
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Direct Application
Streamlined Project Application
Reduced Documentation (Small Projects)

Public Assistance Process for COVID-19 
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New Processes for COVID-19 Declaration

Different from other FEMA PA Declarations, the 
process for COVID-19 features the following:

ÅVirtual Applicant Briefings 

ÅSimplified Process:

ÅNEWDirect Account Requests and RPA submission through Grants Portal      
Å (https://grantee.fema.gov/) 
ÅDirect Application of COVID-19 Project Worksheet 

FEMA Public Assistance Disaster Specific Guidance - COVID-19 Declaration

19

https://grantee.fema.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/media-collection/public-assistance-disaster-specific-guidance-covid-19-declarations
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Public Assistance Simplified Process 
COVID-19

FEMA Simplified Application Process Worksheet

ÅProcess Simplifies Reimbursement Approval and Payments
ÅApplicants Apply Directly through Grants Portal

20

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/03/23/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-public-assistance-simplified-application
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Terminology: 
Recipients, Subrecipients, and Applicants

FEMA Quick Guides and Other Tools
Recipients-IEMA 

Applicants-are state, local, tribal, or 
territorial governments or private non-
profit entities

Submit requests for assistance under a 
wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ

Grants Portal
Recipients- IEMA

Subrecipients-are state, local, tribal, or 
territorial governments or private non-
profit entities

Submit requests for assistance
ǳƴŘŜǊ ŀ wŜŎƛǇƛŜƴǘΩǎ CŜŘŜǊŀƭ ŀǿŀǊŘΦ
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Process to Receive Public Assistance 

1. Register in FEMA Grants Portal
NEW Process; Changed (September 2020)

2. Complete and Submit IEMA required forms

3. Submit a COVID-19 Streamlined Project Application

4. FEMA and Recipient Review Documents

5. Applicant Signs Project 

6. Receive Funding through Recipient

FEMA - YouTube Grants Manager Channel

22

https://grantee.fema.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCIJp91Ds2IaVlR1t8uXcEKg
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Applicants
Facilities
Work
Costs

Public Assistance Eligibility
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PUBLIC ASSISTANCE ELIGIBILITY 

COST

WORK

FACILITY

APPLICANT
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Applicant Eligibility
All Eligible Applicants Should Register

Public Entities include:
Å State Agencies
Å Local Public Authorities
Å Territorial Governments
Å Tribal Governments and Organizations

APPLICANT
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Applicant Eligibility
Local Public Authorities
Å Counties
Å Municipalities
Å Cities
Å Townships
Å Public Schools Districts
Å Community Colleges
Å Regional Councils of 

Government

Å Airport Authorities
Å Public Housing Authorities
Å Public Transportation Authorities
Å Agencies or Instrumentalities of 

Local Governments
Å Special Districts Established Under 

State Law
Å Water and Sewer Authorities
Å Other Political Subdivisions of the 

State

APPLICANT
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Applicant Eligibility

ÅALLPNPs must be tax exempt under Sections 501(c), (d), or (e) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1954, or through the Illinois Secretary of State 

ÅPNPs that are part of a corporate entity can apply individually if they have their 
own EIN number or through their corporate entity

ÅFor the COVID-19 event, PNPs do not have to apply to the Small Business 
Administration (SBA) to be eligible for Public Assistance for Emergency Work

Not Sure Your Organization is Eligible?  Contact IEMA Public Assistance!

Private Non-Profits (PNP)s:
APPLICANT
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Applicant Eligibility

ÅAnimal Control Services
ÅAssisted Living 
ÅChild Care
ÅCommunity Center 
ÅCustodial Care Facility 
ÅDay Care (for Individuals 

with Disabilities or Access 
and Functional Needs) 

ÅDomestic Violence Services
ÅEmergency Care Facility 
ÅEmergency Services
ÅFood Assistance Programs

Private Non-Profits (PNP) include:
ÅHealth and Safety Services
ÅHomeless Shelter
ÅHouses of Worship
ÅLibrary 
ÅLow Income Housing 
ÅMedical Care Facility 
ÅPrivate Colleges
ÅRehabilitation Facility 
ÅResidential Services
ÅSenior Citizen Center 
ÅShelter Workshop
ÅUtility 

APPLICANT
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Applicant Eligibility
Local Governments: 

Can apply to include all departments, or departments may apply. APPLICANT

Individual Departments May Register if:

Å Separate Eligible Work

Å Meets $3300 Minimum Threshold

Example: All Apply Separately

County Applies

Sheriffõs Office Self Applies

County Health Department Applies

Each Documents & Submits Separately

Each Department Reimbursed Separately

Local Governments -

Å Register as Sole Applicant

Å Collect eligible expenses from 

subordinate departments   

Example: County Applies for PA:

County collects documentation from:

Å Sheriffõs Office

Å County Health Department

Å County Contracted PNPs

County Distributes Funds

29
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Facility/Work Eligibility: PNP Applicants
Some PNPs may be eligible for FEMA assistance under 

COVID-19 declarations if they are legally responsible for 

performing emergency protective services

PNPs that own or operate an eligible facility and perform eligible work, such as 
providing emergency, medical or custodial care services for which they are 
legally responsible in response to the COVID-19 incident, may be eligible for 

reimbursement of costs as a Public Assistance applicant

For more information refer to the FACT SHEET: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Private Nonprofit Organizations

WORK

FACILITY

30

https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/04/02/coronavirus-covid19-pandemic-private-nonprofit-organizations


ILLINOIS EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT AGENCY ðPUBLIC ASSISTANCE

Work Activity Eligibility  

ÅRequired as a Result of the Declared Incident

ÅLocated within the Designated Area

ÅLegal Responsibility of an Eligible Applicant 

At a minimum, claimed Emergency Protective 
aŜŀǎǳǊŜ ǿƻǊƪ όŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎέύ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŜŜǘ 
each of the following criteria to be eligible:

For more information refer to the FACT SHEET: 
Coronavirus (COVID-19) Pandemic: Eligible Emergency Protective Measures 

WORK
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https://www.fema.gov/news-release/2020/03/19/coronavirus-covid-19-pandemic-eligible-emergency-protective-measures
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Work Eligibility: PNP Applicants
Feeding Mission / Food Banks: 
ά¢ƻ ōŜ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ ŦƻǊ t!Σ ŀƴ ƛǘŜƳ ƻŦ ǿƻǊƪ Ƴǳǎǘ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƭŜƎŀƭ ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎƛōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜƭƛƎƛōƭŜ 
applicant. Measures to protect life, public health, and safety are generally the 
responsibility of state, local, tribal, and territorial (SLTT) governments.Legally 
responsible SLTT governments may enter into formal agreements or contracts with 
private organizations, including private nonprofit (PNP) organizations such as food 
banks, to purchase and distribute food when necessary as an emergency protective 
measure in response to the COVID-19 Public Health Emergency. In these cases, PA 
funding is provided to the legally responsible government entity, which would 
then reimburse the private organization for the cost of providing those services 
ǳƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘ ƻǊ ŎƻƴǘǊŀŎǘέ όC9a!ύ
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Work Eligibility: PNP Applicants
Feeding Missions:

State, Local, Tribal, Territorial Governments (SLTT) Responsibility
Å PNPs Cannot

1. Be Direct Applicant for Feeding mission
2. Receive Direct Reimbursement from FEMA

Å PNPs MUSTHave Formal Agreement to Provide Services

State, Local, Tribal, & Territorial Governments
Å Reimburse PNP via Formal Agreement

33

COVID-19 Fact Sheet: Private Nonprofit Organizations 

https://www2.illinois.gov/iema/LocalEMA/Documents/PAforms/COVID-19-Private_Nonprofit_Organizations_Fact_Sheet.pdf
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Work Eligibility: PNP Applicants
Feeding Missions:

FEMA
Å May Provide Funding for Initial 30-Day Time Period

State, Local, Tribal, Territorial (SLTT)
Å May Request a 30-Day Time Extension from FEMA Regional Administrator

1. Demonstrate Continuing Need
2. All applicant, work, and cost eligibility criteria in the current policy should 

continue based on persisting or worsening need.
3. Allowing for additional extensions will address the timing constraint of 

other federal programs

34
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Cost Eligibility 
Reasonable Costs

COST

Applicant Responsibility
Å Demonstrating Reasonability of Claimed Costs

Å Providing documentation

FEMA Responsibility 
Å Evaluating Costs (Determining  Reasonability) 

Å Determining Necessity for Work Type

For more information, refer to:

Public Assistance Reasonable Cost Evaluation Job Aid
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https://www.fema.gov/media-library-data/1539879525279-d00ae1c43f9765c5a4b415e1a31202c5/PA_Reasonable_Cost_Evaluation_Job_Aid_508_FINAL_10-16-2018.pdf
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Register FEMA Grants Portal
Submit Registration Documents to IEMA
Document Expenses

FEMA Public Assistance Application Process
COVID-19
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Step 1:

REGISTERin 
FEMA Grants 

Portal

Step 2:

SUBMIT
Registration 
Documents

Step 3:

DOCUMENT
Expenses

Starting the Process
Three (3) Easy Steps
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FEMA Grants Portal Overview
Grants Portal Registration

Step 1: REGISTER FEMA Grants Portal
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